
My name is Donna Rogers.  I live in Higganum; and I am a fourteen year breast cancer survivor.  I am 

testifying today in favor of Senate Bill 399, to restore funding to the Tobacco Health and Trust Fund to 

be used for tobacco control.  I am asking that you consider restoring $12 million annually to this fund. 

Although my cancer was not related to tobacco, I do know the impact of receiving those dreaded words, 

“You have cancer.”  It disturbs me that my two grown sons, who started smoking as young teens, could 

be among the 4900 adults who die in our state each year from smoking.  These deaths are preventable. 

We know that states that fund these programs get positive results.  For example, Washington State 

saved more than $5 in tobacco related hospitalization costs for every $1 spent during the first 10 years 

of its tobacco control program.  Washington State estimates that its smoking reductions have prevented 

13,000 premature deaths.  Florida reported that its high school smoking rate fell to just 2.3% in 2020, 

one of the lowest ever reported by any state.  So we know these programs work! 

Each year, in Connecticut, we spend over $2 billion in health care costs directly caused by smoking.  We 

receive over $473 million each year between tobacco revenues and settlement money.  It seems that 

$12 million is a small portion of this money to pay to ensure better health and quality of life for our 

citizens.  Compare this to what the tobacco industry spends each year promoting their products-- almost 

$60 million. 

Please pass Senate Bill 399, but consider $12 million in funding.  Tobacco related diseases are 

preventable! 


